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ISO    NORTH    MICHIGAN     AVE. 

telephone  randolph    4740 
Chicaqd 


January  15,  1936 


Mr.  W;  T.  Plogsterth, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 


Fott  Wayne,  Indiana 
Dear  Mr.  Plogsterth: 


Under  separate  cover  I  am  sending 
you  some  photographic  reproductions  of  a  portrait 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  I  have  just  completed.   I 
gathered  about  me  many  photographs  and  studied  them 
very  carefully  and  I  have  tried  to  inject  into  my 
own  portrait  all  the  qualities  that  were  the  visual 
representation  of  all  he  stood  for  -  his  strength, 
his  kindliness,  his  fortitude.   The  sadness  in  his 
eyes  still  reveal  the  indomitable  courage  and 
understanding  he  possessed.   I  hope  I  have  succeeded 
in  conveying  that. 

Only  two  people  possess  a  copy  of 
this  portrait.   They  are  the  Honorable  Henry  Horner, 
Governor  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Fifer  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  who  saw  and  knew  this  immortal 
martyr.  I  am  pleased  to  enclose  a  photostatic  copy 
of  their  letters  to  me  regarding  their  reaction  to 
what  I  have  produced. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that 
your  company  may  be  interested  in  using  my  portrait. 
If  the  portrait  appeals  to  you,  I  dare  say  there 
are  many  ways  that  you  can  utilize  it  to  advantage, 
and  before  I  do  anything  with  it  with  a  view  of 
marketing  my  picture,  I  wanted  at  first  to  get  your 
reaction  to  its  possibilities  in  connection  with  your 
organization  and  to  give  you  first  choice  in  adapting 
it. 

It  is  not  my  intention  at  this 
writing  to  say  anything  regarding  myself  and  my  career 
as  an  artist  as  to  what  I  have  accomplished  in  the 
past,  etc.,  etc.,  but  if  you  are  interested  in  my 
Lincoln  portrait  I  shall  be  glad  to  take  the  matter 
up  with  you  further  and  perhaps  take  the  original 
drawing  to  Fort  Wayne  personally.   Incidentally,  the 
original  is  much  bigger  than  the  largest  photograph  of 

it  that  I  am  sending  you.   It  is  life  size. 
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If  perchance  you  expect  to  be  in  Chicago 
soon,  I  shall  be  very  happy  if  you  come  to  my  studio 
and  get  a  line  on  what  I  have  been  doing.  At  any  rate 
please  let  me  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience 
as  I  shall  keep  the  possibilities  of  my  portrait  in 
abeyance  pending  your  decision. 


Sincerely  yours, 


JD*FK 
Enc. 


Office  of  The  Goverxor 

Springfield 


Henry  Horner 

Governor 


January  11,  1936, 


Mr.  John  Doctoroff 

180  North  Michigan  Avenue 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Doctoroff: 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  beautiful 
and  inspiriting  sentiment  of  your  letter  of  January 
eighth,  also  your  going  to  the  trouble  of  writing 
me  at  length. 

Thank  you  for  sending  rae  your  very 
excellent  picture  of  Lincoln.   It  is  as  fine  as  any 
I  have  seen  in  crayon  and  you  are  to  be  enthusiastically 
commended  for  producing  it  -  it  ought  to  appeal  to 
every  one  who  wants  a  true  picture  of  Lincoln.  I  have 
had  it  framed  and  put  in  my  library.   I  prize  it 
greatly  not  only  because  it  is  a  splendid  production 
of  your  artistic  hand  but  also  because  of  the  sentiment 
you  have  written  upon  it. 


Sincerely  yours 


909    NORTH     McLEAN    STREET 


BLOOMINGTON 


ILLINOIS 


Janu-ry  10  1976 


Mr  John  Doctoroff 
180  !!orth  liiehip.an 
Chicago  Illinois, 

Dear  Mr.Doctorof f : 

Your  letter  regarding  the  interview  with 
lir  .Bennett  is  received  and  I  appreciate 
your  writing. 

Your  remarkable  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  altogether  the  best  that  has  ever  come  under 
my  observation.   He  was  a  many  sided  man  and 
you  have  caught  his  strength  and  gentleness 
in  a  masterful  manner.    You  have  revealed 
the  sadness  and  sympathy  and  at  the  same 
time  all  the  fearless  courage  of  his 
immortal  spirit. 

I  am  havlnr  the  portrait  framed  and  it  will 
be  always  one  of  my  most  treasured  possess- 
ions. 


Thanking  you  and  with  the  hope  that  someday 

I  may  meet  you  in  person  I  am, 

.ncerelY.L 

i 


January  17,  1936 


Mr.  John  Doctoroff 
180  H.  Michigan  Are. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Doctoroff t 

Tour  letter  of  January  15  to  Mr.  Plogsterih  has  been 
referred  to  me. 

W©  have  looked  at  your  picture  of  Lincoln  with 
interest;  however  this  is  a  matter  that  must  he  discussed  with 
our  Dr.  L.  Afc  Warren,  Director  of  our  Lincoln  Museuau  Dr.  barren 
is  now  on  an  extended  field  trip  and  speaking  tour  and  when  he 
returns  ?/e  will  call  your  picture  to  his  attention. 

Rest  assured  that  the  picture  will  receive  excellent 
care  while  here  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Sincerely  yours, 


FLFiTjH  Advertising  Manager 

F.L.Fisher 


V 


CHICAGO    AMERICAN,    ANDOVER    1234 


•  Chicago'*    Most 


THE  SAD   LINCOLN 


NEW  'LINCOLN' 

IS  DRAWN  BY 

D0CT0R0FF 


John  Doctoroff,  Chicago's  dis- 
tinguished painter  of  United 
States  Presidents  and  world  no- 
tables, now  has  lent  his  skilled 
hand  to  his  first  portrait  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  "Martyred 
President." 

The  portrait,  a  trifle  smaller 
than  life  size,  is  a  full-face  char- 
coal drawing  which  reveals  the 
artist's  sincere  admiration  for  the 
"man  of  the  people."  Last  July, 
Mr.  Doctoroff  became  inspired  to 
draw  Lincoln  while  he  was  in 
Springfield,  Lincoln's  former 
home,  painting  Governor  Horn- 
er's official  portrait. 

Com  Dieted  last  week,  the  pic- 
ture was  photographically  repro- 
duced and  a  copy  sent  by  the  art 
ist  to  the  aged  Joseph  W.  Filer  of 
Bloomington,  former  governor  of 
Illinois,  who  knew  Lincoln  inti- 
mately. Another  copy  was  mailed 
to  Governor  Horner. 

From  Mr.  Fifer,  the  artist  re- 
ceived the  following  comment: 
"Your  remarkable  portrait  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  altogether 
the  best  that  has  ever  come  un- 
der    my     observation.     Lincoln 
was  a  many-sided  man  and  you 
have   caught   his   strength   and 
gentleness  in  a  masterful  man- 
ner.     You    have    revealed    the 
sadness  and  sympathy  and,  at 
the  same  time,  all  the  fearless 
courage  of  his  immortal  spirit." 
Governor  Horner  said  the  por- 
trait  was — 

"As  fine  as  any  f  have  seen 
In  charcoal.  I  have  it  framed 
and  placed  in  my  library." 

The  approach  of  Lincoln's 
birthday  next  Sunday,  February 
12,  occasioned  Mr.  Doctoroff's 
gifts  to  Mr.  Fifer  and  Governor 
Horner.  A  week's  concentrated 
work  was  required  for  the  delicate 

work  of  the  drawing. 

————— 


DOCTOROFF'S  CHARCOAL  OF  LINCOLN. 
(Copyright,  1936,  by  John  Doctoroff.) 
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Jfcbruarp  9. 1930 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN:     A    NEW    STUDY    BY    JOHN    DOCTOROFF 


COPIES  OF  THIS  PAINTING,  IN  THE  SIZE  AND  COLORS  SHOWN  AND   APPROPRIATELY   FRAMED   UNDER   GLASS    CAN   BE  OBTAINED  AT   THE   CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  OFFICES,  TRIBUNE  TOWER  AND  1  SOUTH  DEARBORN  STREET.   PRICE:   EACH,  $1  00:  BY  POSTPAID  MAIL,  $1.50. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  a  Portrait  by  John  Doc toroff.  Inside,  the  Lincoln 
Story  in  Pictures,  a  Series  of  Paintings  by  Ralph  Fletcher  Seymour 
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